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This is the next in our ongoing series about small
businesses across America.

Name of Small Business: Barn Painting &
Advertising, Inc.
Owner/Title: Christine Barnes, owner
Number of Employees: 2-9, season depending
Number of Years in Business: 4
Reason for Starting Business: Desire to work
together and love of barns
Description of Services: Painting barns, painting
advertising onto barns, preserving history and
providing a future for barns
Website: www.barnpainadvertising.com
Email:  info@barnpaintadvertising.com  &

sales@barnpaintadvertising.com

This is a love story. 

Two people with the same passion, barns, meet, fall in love, want to work together, and make their
dreams come true.  This is the story of Christine and Tim. 

He's from PA and loved barns.  She's from MI and loved barns.  A chance meeting in MI, spending
quality time together, driving the countryside, talking, falling in love, taking pictures of barns.

When they married only months later, she worked corporate, he was a nurse for a medical helicopter.
 But they wanted to make something together.  Tim worked at it part time.  They gave it two years.  In
seven months, Tim was working full time.  By the following April, so was Christine. 

Now together, with family and an occasional employee, they have begun to change the countryside
with barns that are beautiful, jewels among the green rolling hills.

To the best of her knowledge, theirs is the only full time barn painting business in the country.  While some
painters do occasionally paint barns, and Christine mentions some Amish paint barns, theirs is the only full
time business providing this service.

This is not a low cost operation.   Time and Christine take pride in their work and the quality of it.  They use
top professional level products, practicing the details, such as painting the ends of the boards to assure a full
protective coating.  "We do things that really nobody else does.  When you're looking at the board of a barn,
and the bottom of it, we actually paint the bottom of the board so that the water and the condensation isn't
getting up into the board.  There's not really much use to protecting three sides of it."

Beyond that, they are protective of the property and livestock they are working on and around.  Attention to
detail is a quality and promise they will not skimp on.
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Other companies spray the paint on.

Midwestern, farm values are at the heart of their work
and business.   Taking great pride in their work, working
hard, providing a product that the barn owner can be proud
of and happy with, are core to not just their business, but
their personal values.

Christine and Tim do everything to its final detail , and
back up their work with a two year guarantee.  From
starting with the scraping to finishing with the details, this
small business is about creating a barn that promises a
future as bright and viable as its past.

To date, they have been and remain busy.  It is their
hope and future goal to include adding a franchising
component.   While they are not yet ready for this addition,
they are in the process of getting things set up.  Helping
others to take on painting barns and preserving this history in states, nationwide.

Their barn painting includes the "basics" of painting, including roof protection, but they also paint advertising
on barns.  Working with advertising companies, they contact barn owners, arrange the situation, paint the
barns, with advertising.

Even in this century, businesses want to advertise on the side of a barn.  "We have been contacted by at least
half a dozen advertising agencies."

Just as See Rock City  and other barns painted with advertising, graced roadways across the American
countryside for generations, Christine and Tim continue the tradition with modern technology meeting "old
fashioned" advertising.  Christine points out it's quite interesting to see their barns with an advertisement on
the side, showing up on the internet.

Yet they also use the internet to promote their business.   Their website is a perfect example of how to use
a website to promote your business.  

They provide information on their product, offer the opportunity to "try out" colors (it's really fun!) and they offer
examples of their work.  "The web is certainly one of our best avenues for us, because we can put our product
sheets on their, our portfolio on there, put our communication on there, and we do drive a lot of business
through our website.  "They are easy to find on the web; just put in barn painting and they will be the first to
pop up.

Preserving barns for the future is not only an important ingredient in our national history, but it's a
part of who we are as a nation.  Preservationists look to Christine and Tim to bring the barn back to life, and
give it a quality of life, but also preserve it for future generations to treasure. 

"Barn paint is very regional."  Each area of the nation
having a certain look that is most common and usually
rooted within the beliefs of that portion of society.

"Most folks try to stay with the color the barns in their
area are.  Usually they will try to stay historically
accurate within their region."

But it's the emotional reasons that motivate people to
make their barns representative of their cultural and
family histories.  "When you're dealing with agriculture
families more specifically, and dealing with families that
have always worked the land, or raised cattle and been
farmers, there's a very deep sense of hard work and
pride in those families, particularly when the farm is
passed down from generation to generation, so there

tends to be an identity with the family to the land."

Education is a fundamental and important part of their barn painting efforts.  Believing in educating barn
owners and the community on barns, their history and preservation, Christine and Tim attend events, provide
speakers for community outreach and support preservation efforts.

In their knowledge of painting barns, these small business owners have developed their expertise, and use it
to promote their business via media, appearances and speaking.  Their expertise makes them valuable, not
just in the service they provide, but in the way they give back through education, and preserve the past for the
future.  It allows them to develop their business and create a recognizable brand.

In the end, this love story is not just about two people falling in love.  It's about two people in love, loving their
work, loving barns, and loving their life together.

In the end, as far as the business is concerned, Christine adds, "Our customers are a hundred percent
satisfied before they write the final check, they just are."

Satisfied in their life and their business.  Now that's success.  
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